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As we come to this next event in the life of Jesus, His arrest, we slow 

down to reflect on the painful reality of how our Lord was betrayed by 

Judas, abandoned by his closest friends, and taken into captivity by 

those who hated Him. And while all of this should cause sober 

reflection, we cannot miss two other important aspects that emerge in 

this passage—divine sovereignty and humble submission. Our tendency 

is to focus on Judas’ kiss and the depth of its betrayal. But far more 

important is what we see of Jesus in this passage, and how it speaks to those 

who follow Him.   

 

God’s sovereign plan is carried out by Jesus humble Submission.  

 

This scene takes place in the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus and His 

disciples had gone there to pray. The disciples have been overcome by 

sleep while three times, Jesus prayed in great anguish, “remove this 

cup from Me; yet not my will, but your will be done.” After praying for 

the 3
rd

 time, resolving to do God’s will even through it was dreadful, 

He came and found the disciples sleeping and He said to them in vs. 

41-42, “Are you still sleeping…? It is enough; the hour has come; 

behold the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get 

up, let us be going; behold, the one who betrays Me is at hand.” 

  

Don’t miss this. Where is Jesus going? He’s not going to hide or run 

away. He’s going to meet Judas! He’s walking straight into the door of 

betrayal, abandonment, and captivity.  Why? Because just moments 

earlier He resolved, He purposed in His heart, that He would do the 

Father’s will. Jesus knew what it would require of Him, and though it 

was dreadful, He knew it was necessary to fulfill His Father’s plan.  

 

Choices always reveal what a person values, what they treasure. Jesus 

placed a higher value on obeying God’s will than on avoiding the pain 

of betrayal, abandonment, and persecution by His enemies. His 

ultimate treasure was the Father. And so Jesus was more concerned 

with how to honor God in response to His trials than the trials 

themselves.  

 

What a contrast to the rest of us. We live as though the most important 

thing in life is how we are treated and how to escape painful 

circumstances. But if we will truly follow Christ, we must have greater 

concern with how we honor God in response to our circumstance that 

we are about how people or circumstances treat us in the first place. 

There’s a life principle here: How we respond to what happens to us 

is far more important that what happens to us. Jesus valued His 

response of obedience to His Father has more important than the way 

He was treated by sinful men.  

 

This life principle is very practical…(family life). 

If we respond sinfully to being sinned against, we will double our 

trouble because now we are culpable before God too. But if we 

respond in a God-honoring way with our attitudes, words, and actions, 

then we have God’s favor (maybe even His vindication).  

 

Yet most of the time we live like Peter in vs. 47. He whips out his 

sword ready to wage war because He can’t imagine that God would 

fulfill His purposes through weakness, suffering, or pain. Give Peter 

the benefit of the doubt, He was trying to defend Jesus. But He was 

going to do it His own way because He refused to accept God’s way 

(cf. Mark 8:31-34). We know from the other gospels that Jesus told 

Peter to put away His sword, “shall I not drink the cup the Father has 

given me?” (John 18:11).   

 

Hughes: “How easy it is to be out of step with Christ when we think we 

are serving Him, even defending Him.” 
1
 John Calvin said it this way, 
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“those who are forced by restlessness or excessive worry to put out 

their hands to forbidden measures against trouble are certainly 

renouncing the providence of God.”
2
 Let me paraphrase Calvin into 

the 21
st
 century: responding to trouble with restlessness and excessive 

worry by taking matters in our own hands renounces the providence of 

God. How often we forsake God’s greater purposes by insisting on our 

own way. Instead of allowing God to sanctify us through the process, 

we go to war. Are you loving those who have wronged you, like Jesus 

(Luke 22:51)? Or have you have drawn your sword, like Peter, only to 

inflict an additional wound with a self-righteous blow? The problem is 

that when someone threatens us or sins against us, we feel we are 

entitled to hatred.
3
  

 

Notice how strikingly different Jesus response is. He submits Himself 

to human authority by allowing them to seize Him in vs. 46. Don’t 

underestimate what’s going on in vs. 46. They are not taking Jesus by 

force. He’s allowing them to take Him. They are aware of Jesus’ 

power. That’s why they brought a Roman cohort with them (600 

soldiers; John 18:3, 12). They came ready for a power encounter. Jesus 

had miraculous power; He could have called 12 legions of angels 

(Matt 26:53); He could have caused the earth open up and swallow 

them alive like Korah and Dathan in Numbers 16. But He didn’t. He 

simply let them take Him. The all-powerful, Son of God—Our 

Creator—submitted Himself to sinful, prideful, godless men.  

 

Why? Why does Jesus peacefully subject Himself to sinful men? 

Because it was part of God’s sovereign plan. [vss. 48-49] What OT 

Scripture is Jesus fulfilling here. Scholars have suggested several; let 

me give the two that I think are most plausive given the context.  
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Isaiah 53:12 says “He was numbered with the transgressors.”  

In other words, He was counted as a criminal. Jesus said, you 

come armed as through I am a robber (or insurrectionist). Yet 

Jesus has nothing to hide like a criminal. He taught openly in 

the temple for all to hear. The Irony here is that they mob is 

seeking to get its own way by force, while Jesus is seeking 

God’s way through His ultimate submission to God.  

 

The Irony here is that Jesus’ enemies believe that they are in 

control and getting their way in the matter, when in reality God 

is getting His way by working out His greater purposes of 

redemption, even through the sinful conspiracies of man.  

 

There may be people in your life who think that they are 

getting their way by doing harm to you. But you must never 

lose sight of the providence of God—that He is sovereignly 

working even through painful circumstances for your good and 

God’s glory. Man but be working for your harm while at the 

same time God is using it to sanctify you. Yet its all going to 

depend upon on how you respond to the situation. God may use 

the stress of conflict to help you grow in exercising patience 

and forgiveness, or by allowing you the opportunity to humble 

yourself and love those who persecute you. He may allow 

hard-hearted people into your life to show you and others 

around you that trusting God is sweeter and better than fearing 

man or seeking revenge.  

 

Zech 13:7: "Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, And against 

the man, My Associate," Declares the LORD of hosts. "Strike the 

Shepherd that the sheep may be scattered.” 

 

What a sad commentary vs. 50 is on the human heart: “And 

they all left Him and fled.” The “all” in vs. 50 refers to the 

disciples. Earlier in vs. 27 Jesus quoted Zech 13:7 predicting 



that all of His disciples would fall away. In vs. 29 Peter argued, 

“Even though all may fall away, yet I will not.” And then in vs. 

31 the all of the disciples joined in Peter’s boast that they 

would not fall away either. But now in vs. 50, when the 

pressure was on, when they faced the possibility of arrest, they 

all left Him and fled—including this unnamed character in vs. 

51-52, who barely escaped without His clothes. It’s a picture of 

utter abandonment and shame.  

  

Yet its part of God’s plan. That Jesus should walk the road of 

redemption alone, bearing its full weight on Himself. I can’t help but 

thing of Abraham here when God cut His covenant with Abraham. 

God caused a deep sleep to fall on Abraham and then God Himself, 

God alone, passed through the bloody trench of the sacrificed animals 

so that God Himself boar the responsibility of the covenant. Jesus 

would cut a new covenant with His own blood, and He Himself would 

bear the stipulations of that covenant—so that no man could earn it, 

but only trust in what Christ did to establish this new covenant 

between God and man. This is why good works can’t help save you. 

God’s plan of redemption lies on the shoulders of Jesus alone. How I 

pray that you are trusting in the cross-work of Jesus which alone can 

save you.   

 

And how did Jesus do it? Through humble submission to the Father’s 

will. When we read this passage its so easy to focus on Judas’ kiss, 

Peter’s impulsive sword drill, and the disciples’ abandonment of Jesus, 

that we miss seeing the stunning beauty of Jesus submissive life. Yet 

how can we do justice to this text without seeing that the Father’s 

sovereign plan is carried out by Jesus’ humble submission to His 

Father’s will which included yielding Himself to human authorities. 

As followers of Christ, we too must follow His footprints into a truly 

submissive life.  

 

Sometimes in our pride we think that we should not have to submit to 

anyone in our lives—or at least particular people. But that is not the 

mind of Christ. Jesus subjected Himself to the worst of men for the 

sake of honoring God’s will in His life. Notice that Jesus subjected 

Himself to human authorities, not because they deserved it, not 

because they were good, but because of His higher submission and 

devotion to His Father.  

 

If we will be true imitators of Christ, then we too must live submissive 

lives. Let me point out for you several key points about biblical 

submission that are reflected in the life of Christ and taught throughout 

the scriptures.  

 

1. Godly submission is a beautiful quality. Contrary to popular opinion 

in our culture, submission is not a negative quality, but a godly quality. 

Why? Because Jesus, the most pure, beautiful, and blessed of all 

beings, God the Son—our Creator, Sustainer, and Redeemer—lived a 

life of perfect submission to His Father. Not just in Gethsemane but 

throughout His whole life, He never spoke or acted independently of 

His Father.  

 

John 5:19—“the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is 

something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, 

these things the Son also does in like manner.” 

 

John 5:30—“I can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I 

judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My own will, 

but the will of Him who sent Me.” 

 

John 8:28—“I do nothing on My own initiative, but I speak these 

things as the Father taught Me.” 

 

Because a life of submission imitates Jesus, it is a beautiful, Christ-like 

quality that honors God and produces blessing for us.  

 



2. Godly submission begins with yielding our “rights” and desires to 

God. Any level of human submission that we see in the life of Jesus 

(paying taxes, being taken into custody) were the result of His ultimate 

obedience to the Father. In the same way, our submission to human 

authorities is ultimately an expression of our submission to God.  

 

3. Godly submission requires us to submit to earthly authorities. The 

Bible is clear that everyone is to be subject to someone—servants to 

their masters (Eph 6:5), citizens to civil authorities (Rom 13), children to 

parents (Eph 6:1-3), wives to husbands (I Peter 3:1-2), younger men to elders 

(1 Peter 5:5), believers to spiritual leaders (Heb 13:17), every man to Christ 

(I Cor 11:3), Christ to God (1 Cor 11:3)—Everybody needs to be under 

somebody and all should be under Christ! 

 

So if submission is such a pervasive quality and command in Scripture, why 

is it so hated in our culture? It’s because our culture equates submission with 

inequality and views it as servitude or suppression. But biblical submission is 

not inequality (Gal 3:28
4
) and its not servitude or suppression. The way the 

Bible guards against its abuse in terms of servitude or suppression is by 

placing an even more rigorous responsibility on those in authority to exercise 

selfless and sacrificial servant-leadership. For example husbands are to love 

their wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her—they are 

to die to self, putting her needs ahead of his own (Eph 5:25). Husbands are 

also to live graciously with their wives. I Pet 3:7: “Husbands, live with your 

wives in an understanding way, since she is a woman, and grant her honor 

as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be 

hindered.”  

 

Biblical Submission is a humble role among equals in which our reverence 

and obedience to God is reflected and lived out in our human relationships. 

Biblical submission is imitating Christ in our earthly relationships as ordered 

by God.  
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male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

This does not mean, however, that we submit to sinful demands of earthly 

leaders. The Bible gives one exception to submitting ourselves to human 

authorities: when our submission to men would require us to directly sin 

against God. In that case we follow the apostles’ example in Acts 5 where 

they said, “We must obey God rather than men.” However, the fact that those 

who are in authority over us are selfish and sinful, doesn’t automatically 

excuse us. We should do everything in our ability to live Christ-like 

submissive lives, with the ultimate goal of honoring our gracious God.  

 

So as we reflect on Jesus’ betrayal, abandonment, and arrest, I urge you to 

imitate His perfect submission to His Father, who He treasured so supremely, 

in order to fulfill God’s sovereign plan of redemption. Let me encourage you 

to respond in four ways: 

 

a. Rejoice that Jesus bore the full weight of our redemption alone and 

trust Him with an divided heart.  

b. Live your life with a purposeful resolve to obey God’s will with full 

obedience rather than living by mere feelings.  

c. Keep your eyes fixed on honoring God, knowing that how people 

treat you is far less important than honoring God by how you 

respond to those circumstances.  

d. Embrace the Christ-like beauty of a humble, submissive life to God 

and to those He has place in authority over you.  

 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, had You not resolved to humbly submit Yourself to the 

Father’s will at all cost, our redemption would have been lost. Your humility 

and obedience in sacrifice and love is our salvation. May we imitate the 

beauty of Your perfect submission and obedience to God, and may our 

submission to one another be a reflection of Christ’s likeness in us. Like the 

disciples, we cannot follow you on this cross-road with Your grace to sustain 

us. So we humble pray for your mercy.  

 

 

 

 

 


